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���������� ���������������������������� ���
� CGSA’s first-ever one-stop-shopping event will be held on Friday, December 5, 
from 11AM-1:30PM in the CG Academy Alumni Center Event Room.  What better 
chance to shop your favorite direct-sales vendors all in one place!  It’s a great way to 
get all of your holiday shopping done for everyone on your list.  Consultants available 
will include Pampered Chef, Creative Memories, Longerberger Baskets and Pottery, Lia 
Sophia, Tupperware, Silpada, and more.  All proceeds will be donated to a local charity 
(to be determined at our November meeting) in time for the holidays. 
 The event is free and open to the public, so bring your friends!  If you or anyone 
you know is interested in hosting a table at the event, please contact Christy Newell at 
(860) 381-5207 or cnewell925@comcast.net .  Tables will be reserved on a first-come, 

first-served basis at $25 for CGSA members and $30 for non-
members.   
 A raffle table and gift-wrapping will also be available.  If 
you are signed up for a table and would like to donate an item for 
the raffle, or if you know of any local businesses that would like to 
donate, it would be greatly appreciated!  Volunteers are needed to 
staff the raffle table and the gift-wrapping table.  Please contact 
Christy Newell at (860) 381-5207, cnewell925@comcast.net, or 
sign up at the next meeting to work a shift at either table! 
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 There has been a baby boom within our club and with the addi-
tion of new members children abound everywhere you look!  I’d be 
glad to organize a toddler playgroup so all of our kids can make new 
friends (and we can get a chance to know each other 
better, too!).  We could meet weekly or bi-monthly,  ei-
ther at a public location (playground, library, etc .) or 
travel around to each other’s homes.   
 If you’re interested, let me know and we’ll all de -
cide how we’d like it to work together. Contact Chr isty 
Newell at (860) 381-5207 or cnewell925@comcast.net if 
you are interested. 
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Coast Guard Spouses’ Association of Southeastern Co nnecticut  
General Membership Meeting * October 9, 2008 * Leam y Hall * CGA 

 
Present : Jill Billiau, Christy Newell, Rachel Benin, Pat Simpson, Takako Dolan, Marion Geselle, and Christina Pickles. 
 
Call to Order : Jill Billiau called the meeting to order at 1825. 
 
Report of the Recording Secretary: Rachel requested to have September 08 minutes, written by Jill Billiau, approved and accepted.  

These minutes were recorded during the Wine and Cheese Social and were published in October’s newsletter.  Christy moved to 
ratify, and Pat second the motion.  

Report of the Treasurer: Christy Newell provided a summary of the current CGSA Treasurer’s Report. Each committee was made 
aware of the available funds. It was noted that the report did not reflect Parent’s Weekend, Homecoming, nor membership 
revenue.  This will be reflected in next month’s report.  Also, it was stated that a fee for the Alumni Center (to be used during the 
Holiday Bazaar) was voted on via email.   A bank fee has also been accrued due to printing new checks and other supplies with 
the accurate club name embossed.   

Report of the Corresponding Secretary:  Melissa was unable to attended.  Two letters were shared.  One received via email from a 
former Navy wife offering thanks and encouragement for our club’s support; and another from a cadet that was awarded the most 
improved GPA from 4/C to 3/C year. 

Report of the Vice President:  Erika Lund was unable to attend.  Our next meeting will be held on a November 13th, 1900.  Place TBA 
due to the Haunted Eagle event at the Academy.  The activities event is as follows: 

  October 21: Craft Night- Get Fired Up in Pawcatuck, 5-8 pm. RSVP Kim 
October 22:   Lunch Bunch-  99 Restaurant Groton, 12pm. RSVP Becky 
December 5:   Holiday Bazaar and Fundraiser- Christy Newell, point of contact. 
December 17: Christmas Party- 1900, Quarters One. 
 

Report of Standing Committees: 
Cadet Cakes- Sarah and Christina were unable to attend.  The Great Lakes Parents Association bought cakes for all 4/C cadets 
within their region.  Bakers will be organized for this need.  New members will also be contacted that noted a willingness to become 
a volunteer baker on his/her membership forms. 
Hospitality/Luncheons and Socials- A chair for this position is still needed.  Help with the Christmas party would be required.  
Membership- Takako reported.  A new deadline of October 22nd has been placed on membership forms.  Forms and fees from 
known members are still withstanding.  A brainstorm of ideas to boost membership numbers and participation is ongoing.  
November’s meeting will be devoted to this issue.  
 Newsletter- Tiffani was unable to attend.  It was noted that October 20th is the deadline for November’s edition.  All members, not 
just committee heads, are encouraged to submit what they would like to see published in their club’s newsletter. 
 Ways and Means- Takako and Pat reported.  No volunteers were available to man sales booth during Homecoming Weekend.  
The new closet switch has been made.  An Eagle sales table could be established during the Haunted Ship event.  Scrapbooking 
pages will be designed for sale through a new vendor.  Other items to offer for sale were discussed /suggested.    
 Awards and Scholarships- Gail was unable to attend. Two awards were given at Parent’s Weekend. 
Sunshine- Claire was unable to attend.  Meals are to be offered to anyone in hardship. 
  

Report of Special Committees: 
 Co-Op- Rachel reported that the Swap Meet will follow the meeting. A member present expressed her need to borrow a travel 

carseat.  Coupons were also shared with members present. 
Family Support Fund-  No new activity to report. 
Crafts- A Get Fired Up pottery event is planned. 
Secret Pals- Melissa was unable to attend but will organize pals and notify participants of his/her partner by month’s end. 
 MWR Representative- Pat Simpson has volunteered for this position.  Christy is to forward what information she has. 
OCS Representative-  Christine O’Connor was unable to attend.  No new business to report. 
 

Old Business: 
Wrap-Ups– Wine and Cheese was great. Parent’s Weekend and Homecoming involvements are finished.  All help received is 
appreciated. 

 
New/Upcoming Business: 
 Holiday Bizarre-  This home-based business extravaganza is being organized with the guidance of Christy Newell.  She stated help 

is needed with the gift-wrap table, bakesale booth, prize raffle, and in the drafting/marketing of the event flier. 
 New Event Ideas-  Jill desires that  the CGSA plans and carries out all-new events and activities from this point forward.  This is in 

keeping with our efforts to increase membership, participation, and morale.  More on this matter will be discussed at November’s 
meeting. 

 
Announcements: The birth of a recently transferred member’s second son was celebrated.   
Adjournment: Jill made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 2000.  Christina seconded the motion. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted October 22, 2008
Rachel Benin, Recording Secretary
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